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River Rock Casino Features Spiral Escalators from Mitsubishi Electric 
Canada’s first curved escalators key part of casino’s expansion
CYPRESS, Calif. --- Nov. 9, 2009 --- Mitsubishi Electric & Electronics USA has provided Canada’s first spiral escalators for Great Canadian Gaming’s River Rock Casino Resort in Richmond, British Columbia. The two new curved escalators provide guests with panoramic views of River Rock’s grand atrium, and will help accommodate the increased traffic being delivered to the facility by the Canada Line, Vancouver’s new mass transit system. Great Canadian selected the spiral escalators due to their unique and dramatic combination of form and function.  
“We are proud of our association with River Rock Casino Resort and this exciting expansion to a beautiful facility,” said Mike Corbo, general manager of Mitsubishi Electric’s Elevator and Escalator Division.  “It is also an honor to bring the first spiral escalators to the Vancouver area, especially with the upcoming winter Olympic Games”
Mitsubishi Electric, which perfected spiral escalator technology and is the world’s only manufacturer of spiral escalators, installed the first spirals in the United States in 1988. 
About the Mitsubishi Electric Spiral Escalators
History

· The River Rock Casino’s spiral escalators are the first ever installed in Canada, and the fifth installation in North America. Others have been installed at the Forum Shops at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas; Wynn Las Vegas; Bloomberg News headquarters in New York; and the San Francisco Centre. 

· Mitsubishi Electric installed the first spirals in 1985 at the Tsukuba Shopping Center in Japan. 

· There are 89 spiral escalators in operation worldwide. 

· Mitsubishi Electric holds more than 150 patents associated with spiral escalators.

Parts

· The spiral escalators have approximately 6,000 parts (excluding nuts, bolts, screws, washers, etc.). Whereas linear escalators arrive on site in multiple pre-constructed sections, spiral escalators require significant on-site assembly and craftsmanship. 
· There are 78 steps per escalator.
Weight  
· 114,828 pounds (52,085 kg)
Step shape   

· Trapezoidal
Speed 
· The escalators move at a nominal 82 feet per minute.

Development/Execution
· About 15 engineers worked two-and-a-half years developing the escalators.
· The spirals were delivered in seven separate truss sections, and took seven months to assemble, install and test.

About Mitsubishi Electric & Electronics USA’s Elevator and Escalator Division 

Mitsubishi Electric US’ Elevator & Escalator Division, a full-service company headquartered in Southern California, markets and services elevators and escalators throughout the United States. It is a division of Mitsubishi Electric & Electronics USA, Inc., a subsidiary of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation of Japan.  Recognized as the industry leader in product quality, reliability, and preventative maintenance programs, Mitsubishi Electric’s Elevator & Escalator Division can handle all vertical transportation needs.

For more information about Mitsubishi Electric elevators and escalators, visit www.MitsubishiElectric.com, or call 714.220.4748.
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