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HMI Devices Becoming Essential for Enterprise Operations 
Mitsubishi Electric Automation-commissioned White Paper finds HMI platforms are emerging as key contributors to enterprise productivity, profitability
VERNON HILLS, Ill. — February 2, 2009 — According to a new white paper from the ARC Advisory Group, the focus of Human Machine Interface (HMI) devices in factories and processing plants is changing from standalone components to a platform that increasingly delivers solutions for higher performance, greater ease of use for automation systems, and lower total cost of ownership of those systems. Furthermore, HMI platforms are emerging as key contributors to enterprise productivity, profitability, and agility. Mitsubishi Electric Automation, Inc., a premier industrial automation company, commissioned the new white paper for the 2009 ARC Manufacturing Forum opening today in Orlando. 

“The sensor-to-boardroom demands of e-business require seamless integration of automation and other key enterprise applications,” the authors of the white paper report. “As the trend toward open systems in the automation and enterprise markets continue to unfold, the HMI platform emerges as a single device to support a wide range of applications…HMI platforms provide data and information visibility into both the plant floor as well as the enterprise as a whole.”

To illustrate current trends in HMI technology, the authors present a thorough analysis of Mitsubishi Electric’s Graphic Operator Terminal (GOT) HMI platform. This HMI platform is designed to make the operation and maintenance of manufacturing and processing systems easier and faster, while at the same time facilitating continuous improvement. The ARC white paper states that the GOT HMI platform presents Mitsubishi Electric with a “tremendous opportunity” to ride the trend of HMI devices evolving from standalone components to platforms effectively providing large-scale solutions.
“This new white paper presents important information of interest to every manufacturer, processor, and OEM that is looking to automation to increase competitiveness, quality, and responsiveness,” said Timothy Lomax, product manager, Mitsubishi Electric Automation, Inc. “ARC analysts clearly and convincingly describe how HMI devices are emerging as an essential open platform for the manufacturing and processing enterprise.”

To obtain a copy of this ARC Advisory Group white paper on HMI platforms, write to whitepaper@meau.com. To locate the nearest distributor or Mitsubishi Electric Automation technical sales person and learn more about the GOT HMI platform, visit the Contact Us page on the Mitsubishi Electric Automation website www.meau.com. 

About Mitsubishi Electric Automation, Inc.

Mitsubishi Electric Automation, Inc., in Vernon Hills, Ill., offers a comprehensive line of factory automation solutions. Products include automation platforms, programmable logic controllers, human machine interfaces (HMI), CNC PC-based control systems, AC variable frequency drives, servo amplifiers and motors, motion controllers, control software, computerized numerical control systems, robots, and industrial sewing machines. For a broad range of factory automation applications, visit the Mitsubishi Electric Automation web site at www.meau.com.

About ARC

Founded in 1986, the ARC Advisory Group has grown to be the thought leader in manufacturing and supply chain solutions. For even the most complex business issues, ARC analysts have the expert industry knowledge and firsthand experience to help companies find the best answers. ARC focuses on simple yet critical goals: Improving return on assets, operational performance, total cost of ownership, project time-to-benefit, and shareholder value. www.arcweb.com.
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